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Who We Are 
International School-to-School 
Partnershipss (ISSP) is a nonprofit 
based in Carmel, California, which 
connects schools worldwide through 
technology by linking teachers and their 
students to the support they need to 
collaborate and learn together online. 

Our Mission 
ISSP is creating a global classroom by 
linking local teachers and students 
around the world while engaging them 
in academic curriculum exchanges.  

Contact Us 
Visit our website at www.isspweb.org or 
www.internationalsschooltoschoolpartn
erships.org  

If you are a science teacher interested 
in participating, fill out our survey on 
our website: www.isspweb.org/ 
programs/africa-link/teacher-interest-
survey/  

You can also reach out to us directly by 
email: info@internationalschooltoschool 
partnerships.org 

Contributing Authors 
Laura Preston 
Jonathan Berkey 
Eileen Brewer 
 

 

 
Making Virtual Classroom 

Connections a Reality between 
Cameroon and California 

It is no small feat to connect students in Cameroon, West Africa, with 
students in California, USA, to learn collaboratively online. The 
challenges in connecting teachers, combining curriculum—not to 
mention finding a good Internet connection and power source—are just 
the tip of the iceberg. “The real challenge is communication, or rather 
finding a way for teachers and students from different cultures to trust 
and understand each other enough to work together,” explains Laura 
Preston, a Monterey Institute of International Studies Masters Candidate, 
and Intern with International School-to-School Partnerships.  

ISSP Intern visits Tassah Academy in Yaounde, Cameroon 
Laura recently returned from Yaounde where she spent much of the 
summer assisting ISSP to develop a global school-to-school classroom 
network to help students’ improve their education through collaborative 
e-learning. ISSP is gearing up for the start of the ’14–’15 school year by 
reaching out to teachers in the Monterey Bay Area as well as those at 
Tassah Billingual Academy in Cameroon.  When intern Laura Preston 
requested to visit the school, Bih Janet Fofang, founder and principal of 
Tassah Academy, did not hesitate. She invited Laura with open arms to 
her school as well as into her home as a guest, making the ties between 
ISSP and Tassah Academy even stronger. ISSP’s focus is to help 
teachers to collaborate and team-teach their respective students, focusing 
on environmental topics and themes. 

 

 

ISSP NEWS 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL-TO-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS 

Cameroon Edition | Teacher Feature | Help Support our Students! 
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By utilizing simple tablet devices, students can now share 
data and compare and present findings with their 
counterparts across the globe, while also learning about 
different cultures and ways of life. 

 

 
Laura’s visit to Cameroon was successful in bridging the 
physical barriers between the teachers and schools. By 
learning how to the use the technology in the classroom 
and by initiating Skype conversations with their 
counterparts in California, the teachers at Tassah 
Academy felt more excited than ever to start the first live 
interactions of this kind in Africa. But how do you 
connect people virtually who have never met in real life? 

Teachers become comfortable with online collaboration 
Although at first apprehensive, with some help from their 
new friend “Ms. Preston” from ISSP, collaborating with 
Californian teachers now does not seem so frightening after 
all. “I cannot imagine Skyping with a complete stranger 
from across the world,” admits elementary school teacher 
Atoh Moses, “but if I see a familiar smiling face, I know 
we can all become friends.” Teachers from Aptos Junior 
High and El Sausal Middle School in Salinas were equally 
impressed with their colleagues, and immediately signed 
up for the program following the Skype conversations.  

 

More exciting was the beginning of an exchange amongst 
the middle school students. Although students in 
Cameroon had heard of California, most of the American 
students had no idea where to locate Cameroon on a map. 
Towards the end of their school year, several teachers 
asked their students to create videos of themselves asking 
questions. Both American and African students were eager 
to know about each other’s lifestyles, including what they 
eat, what they do for fun, and what their school is like. By 
putting faces and voices to their fellow students, the 
children at Tassah Academy felt closer to California and 
the students there, and more eager to learn science with 
their new friends next year—and vice versa! They enjoyed 
working with ‘ipad-like’ tablets, and love the idea of 
working with their global classmates even more. “I hope 
to travel to America someday,” stated one student, excited 
by the idea of meeting her friends in person in the future.  

 

 
Pilot school-to-school partnerships underway 
This may prove to be a way to entice students in California to 
be more interested in academic science exchanges as well, a 
field that is often considered “boring,” or is overlooked by 
teachers trying to improve their students’ skills in other 
subjects to prepare them for high-stakes tests. “I want my 
students to be excited about science, but also to see a place 
outside of their world,” explains Robin Putney, a 7th grade 
science teacher at El Sausal Middle School in Salinas, 
California, where many of her students do not travel outside 
of their tight-knit community. Rob Provost, a science teacher 
at R. L.  Stevenson School —a private school in Pebble 
Beach, California— believes these exchanges with students 
in the developing world, will be a wonderful experience for 
his science students who live in a very privileged community. 

Teacher Funwie Nkwenti helps students investigate the 
source of a cholera epidemic in London in the 1800s. 
Students then used the tablets to make presentations. 

ISSP intern Laura Preston is officially welcomed to 
Tassah Academy in Yaounde, Cameroon 
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RLS School is beginning an exchange through ISSP with 2 
schools in Kenya, East Africa. 

As everyone becomes more excited about the exchange 
this coming school year, there is still plenty of work to be 
done. Unlike your traditional exchange program, ISSP’s 
classroom partnerships are more in depth, and require 
more teamwork and commitment between schools, and 
therefore stronger relationships.  

As Cameroon and California start online connections this 
year, this is just the beginning of a worldwide exchange 
program.  Jonathan Berkey, founder and Board President of 
ISSP, was a Peace Corps volunteer and staffer in Kenya 
from 1988–1992. Berkey said, “Emails are now coming in 
regularly from schools around the world, and ISSP hopes 
to grow quickly to keep up with this increasing demand.” 
As partner schools are being developed in both East and 
West Africa, ISSP is also making connections to schools in 
Latin America. “We are very excited about our mission to 
create a ‘global classroom,’ engaging students in school-to-
school exchanges in science, technology and cross-cultural 
understanding,” states Berkey. If successful, this program 
will fundamentally change the educational opportunities of 
teachers and students globally, empowering them to 
engage, share and learn on a new and exciting level. 
 

Students Outside the 
Classroom! 
Although located near downtown Yaounde, just 20 minutes 
away from Tassah Academy by car, many of the Tassah 
Academy students had never been to the Municipal Lake 
before. “This is my first time here,” said one student, and it 
was apparent he wasn’t alone when all of the other students 
were silenced by the first glance as the bus drove around a 
corner and the lake came into view. The lake marked the end 
of the first field trip for the middle school students, who had 
spent the day in the bus, driving around town making 
observations for their final lab experiment of a one-week 
summer workshop. 

These Tassah Academy students spent the entire week in 
ISSP’s summer program, co-taught by ISSP intern Laura 
Preston and their Tassah Academy science teachers. Their 
classes were centered around lessons from Project WET 
(www.projectwet.org/), a US-based (but global in 
perspective and reach) comprehensive water curriculum for 
students grades K–12. At Tassah Academy the students had 
learned about the water cycle before, but did not realize 
how complex it could be until they played “The Amazing 
Journey” game, showing them that not every water 
molecule takes the same path. One student was amused as 
she passed from the “Ocean” station to the “Cloud” station 
7 times in a row, rather than going through the system in a 

circular fashion like the drawings they had made the day 
before. “I liked this class because it taught us to see in a 
new way what we have learned before,” reported one 
student. Additionally, students learned about how water can 
spread diseases, such as cholera, and used their sleuth skills 
to figure out the mysterious case of the cholera epidemic in 
London in the 1800s.  

 

 
Students were excited to end the week by traveling off 
school grounds for a day to look at different sources of 
water. At each location they took samples of the water and 
observed differences in color and smell, as well as 
observing what things were in the environment, natural 
and man-made. They then noted in their lab notebooks the 
direction of flow of water as well as the speed, and many 
other observations. The students were amazed to discover 
that all water sources flowed East, until they looked at the 
map and realized that was the fastest route to the ocean. “I 
did not know the water was so polluted,” stated one 
student who looked perplexed by the amount of garbage 
they found in and around the streams and lakes, in 
addition to the people cleaning cars, clothes, and 
themselves directly in the water sources. After discussing 
the week, students decided it was up to them to discover a 
solution to water pollution in their community.  

 

Tassah Academy Secondary School students (grades 6-9) 
enjoy the ISSP field trip to the local Municipal Lake in 
Yaounde, Cameroon. 
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Teacher Feature: Science 
Teacher Cathy Guiley  
Valencia Elementary, Pajaro Valley Unified School District, 
Aptos, California USA 

At first glance, Cathy Guiley’s 
classroom at Valencia 
Elementary School seems like a 
typical American classroom, but 
once inside, you feel transported 
to another world—the world of 
science. Inside feels like an 
organized jungle, full of books, 
visuals, and of course, many 
creatures big and small. “Some 
children are scared of this little 
guy Pinkie at the beginning of 

the year,” she explained as she passed me a large, energetic corn snake 
which immediately coiled around my arm. “But by the end of year, they 
love him, and can hold him for hours.”  

Her love for animals is something she shares with almost 100 students 
each year, who come to her class for several hours each week to explore 
and learn science. From building towers that can withstand air cannons to 
field trips to the nearby creek, her 4th – 6th grade students learn through a 
variety of hands-on experiences. Additionally, she helps her students 
compete in the annual Santa Cruz County Science Fair, and in the annual 
International ROV competition, in which teams of students design and 
build underwater robots that carry out challenging tasks underwater.  

Cathy Guiley has been a teacher at Valencia Elementary for 12 years, 
teaching science for 10. “I love teaching because my students get excited 
about learning, and the classroom conversations and discussions are great 
to watch.” When asked why she wants to participate in ISSP she replied, 
“I always want to get my 
students out of the classroom. 
This gives them an opportunity to 
do just that, and learn so much 
more.” Mrs. Guiley will be 
partnering with one of the 
science teachers at Tassah 
Academy in Cameroon, Africa. 

 

Take action today: 
Support Tassah 
Academy Students! 
Support our ISSP school-to-school program 
by helping to provide classroom technology to 
the students in Cameroon, West Africa, so 
they can connect with students here in the US. 

We are raising funds for the purchase of 
tablets for the Tassah Academy, in 
Yaounde, Cameroon — as matching funds 
to money raised by Tassah Academy 
parents. 

With a gift of $50 or more, you can match the 
Tassah Academy parents’ donation to make 
the school-to-school partnership a reality for 
their children and ours.  

For your donation, you will receive: 
Ø A Skype video or email thank you message 

from students at Tassah Academy. 

Ø Your name on a tablet you help purchase. 

Ø Quarterly newsletters updating you on the 
latest ISSP school-to-school activities. 

 
 

Donate Today at: 
www.isspweb.org/donate/ 

 
 
 

 
 

Three of the many aquariums and 
terrariums in Cathy Guiley's classroom 
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Symantec Corporation 
Hardware Donation to ISSP  
In July of this year, Symantec Corporation, based in the 
heart of Silicon Valley in Mountain View, California, 
donated 20 Dell servers to support ISSP‘s international 
school-to-school partnerships program, linking schools 
around the globe via the Internet to schools here in the 
U.S., to enhance cross-cultural experiences for students 
while sharing common academic curriculum.  

The servers donated were excess inventory at Symantec, 
and were loaded with a vast amount of educational 
content, a package called RACHEL, created and provided 
at no cost by World Possible, a nonprofit based in San 
Francisco. Special thanks to World Possible Board 
member John Walker, for helping to make possible this 
donation to ISSP partner schools. 

 
These servers will provide students in the developing 
world with wonderful access to a wealth of information 
via a local area network (requiring no Internet access) and 
the option to link through the Internet with schools in the 
US for teacher-to-teacher and student-to-student 
interactive sessions. 

ISSP also wishes to thank both George Schnurle and Eileen 
Brewer —employees at Symantec— for assisting with this 
donation, which now includes the Khan Academy digital 
curriculum for Math and Science, Wikipedia for Schools, 
the Medical Encyclopedia, World Literate E-books and CK-
12 Text Books in PDF and much more.  

Some Background on how this came to be: 
TechWomen 2013 participant Bih Janet Shufor Fofang, an 
electric engineer, teacher and co-founder of the Tassah 
Academy in Yaounde, Cameroon, spent October 2013 at 
Symantec while in the TechWomen Program 
(www.techwomen.org). Her mentor was Symantec 
engineer Geeta Gharpure. At that same time —October 
2013— Jonathan Berkey, President of ISSP, sent an email 
to a TechWoman mentor he knew, asking if any of the 
program participants might be interested in ISSP’s school-

to-school program. Bih Janet replied immediately with her 
interest in the ISSP Africa Link program — and during 
her month at Symantec, she met with Jonathan and other 
ISSP Board members and advisors. Bih Janet now serves 
on the ISSP Advisory Board. 

While at Symantec, Bih Janet also met George Schnurle, a 
hardware engineer, through her mentor Geeta. Janet also met 
Eileen Brewer at Symantec, another TechWomen mentor. 

While working out the details of getting the donation of 
servers from Symantec, Jonathan also contacted John 
Walker of World Possible. This team: Eileen, George, 
Jonathan and John, preloaded the servers with the RACHEL 
bundle making them much more valuable to their recipients 
in Africa and other regions of the developing world. 

Because Symantec supports the TechWomen Program, 
these relationships were formed and inspired the donation 
of 20 servers to ISSP, who will now ship three of these 
units to Cameroon, including Janet’s Tassah Academy! 

Eileen Brewer, Senior Manager at Symantec states, 
“Watching the ripple effect of these types of connections 
and seeing the end result of our efforts is very inspiring!  
This is what fuels me to continue to find ways to support 
wonderful education efforts such as this link between 
Tassah Academy in Cameroon and ISSP in California!” 
 

 
Setting up the RACHEL educational servers at Symantec on 
July 9, 2014. Left to right: ISSP Board President Jonathan 
Berkey, Symantec engineer George Schnurle, Symantec Senior 
Manager and TechWomen mentor Eileen Brewer, and World 
Possible Board Member John Walker. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


